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BOOM! The tiger want of be Raarfce'a face, 
•aplodir.g. frayiaeg span aad uodisf bin cf 
tobacco flying » • 7 . - J . ;- , nx-ecy Raarke't »yr» 
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The C-?-i - shrugged. -Yoa got at. Now 
C t: going. RoarVr SmQ „ already on his Way. 
Ht wu oat and when he callad in I . ■ bjaa 
Mod Bp theft. On ran horse. man." 
Half aa boot later [oua<! hil 
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orange mots and herb* 00 ahetvea 
ta large. 9y-eaocked glass jar*. Raarka 
sniffed. Herhe, aU right. Lota of of all 



Roerka. following taelTa nod. **w a au 
cringing back >a a corner of tba shop. A abe« 
laaa. with ill-atring cJotae*. a lot ol bosh 
black hair, cad a taU face in which dark eya 
moved swrvcMsary. "Nor aaad tb* mas. "No- 
bo! I did aot kill kirn. Ha »*» nay oartaer b 
tba aboo. We* aever ;_*---«; H, ... - 
(riead. my good friend. Wba I caaee ta tb 
country be gave eaa a job. tenia*; herba. 
would not hill him!" 

tWt gat excited." Raarka tald brm. "1 
yaw didnt kill bin yewTl be all right. What 
T*n aame. f *0ow.-~ 

* t C - u - Ntatoo. Bat I did aot kill him. 
I ••ear it, I came ta work lata this aaonusg 
"""» t-»w **7- btaybe a robber. I 
■ tobt-rr ki that atore wheat Jobs 
■ " ■aTt t a g- J«bsa triad ta catch 
o-m. to get the money back perhaps, and the 
man killed him. That ia the way 
happened. I Uhnk." 

Snail ahook ht* bead at P ear 
blood e« hk clothe* when I tot t 
dida'l call the eol.ee A -r r-'v 
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taw tbk man 
ha bad jsat cceae 
*■** too acared ta 
- He's scared, all r 
. " Aay w eapon * 
SneU shook h 
"Not yet. That a 
Bat he could hev- 
the store. Well 1 



bead at Re-ark*. "Ha bad 
• wheat I got there. And he 
**■ A neighbor did that — a 
ud she, was paaatag ay aod 
lag ewer that body. Ht aays 
a. discovered tba body, aad 

anything for a long tana. 

•■bad Raarka. ' 
bead a trine reluctantly, 
be only thtag a baa -•- - 

1 idem it soeaewbere arwarad 
d it. He didn't hare such 




At that point Roeeke rernaenbered tba ax- 
L ?* c t 'J *St " art * d 10 Sa*-- out. 

tbTfi . * >Jt ^ "taiilai, for 

t*t time, he jooied into a dark corner aaad 
F-^ot- i he bird, old aad rheumy eyed. 

F^rcn a^on a pc.«. Roark* sa;d: , 

SaeH grhaaad. "Yoa re -aae-iT rwor tnase. 
"'•"**• w « talk! I triad, tao. X read 

^^^•r^bnaalaaws 

Carl btemaa broke in. aeeatbar at the par- 
rwt^He aever tatta. Noeer aaaca I have bebe,, 

fwvS^lT -^L5 r ^L R, * k *- M ha 



took hieoton down end booked him en * 
ei reorder. That, far the m« t br >« 

M br m they got- The nana talked. 

- t niH not admit the warder af the 
BafW. 

>ddly enough, as Snail and others wavered 
betr ■ ' - that v ■ - was guilty. Roarke 
M B*rt inly ceemocad. At t «« days 
ri sad he d<d the leg wearying work that 
ba dona, he aaw that by logic only •»•»- 
ocM k« guilty. The (Baa bad been part nets 
iccerding to the rmgbbort, had quar r el ed 
,„i Met Something about meaty, «M 
sa thought. That contradicted hfaneonts 
rt I te tbm - Ml M • w * rm t "* T * rr * r 
erreVed. Roarke kept a*, trytag is ted an. 

saapect, different mo ti tea. Thar* was 
hdig. Only Carl had baa* ratimate with tba 
m, only ba could haw had any reason far 
has. Eoerke kegas to aaa that it moat 

being carefully planned. Thara had been a 
dden, smltm at g u ae c t tad htyntoo. If ha 
a : t I t had necked tm the knife and need «. 
l fenrfal and full of rennrse, »• be had 
*nse enough net ts nm. Had know* that 
•uutf weald ba tba worst thing ha co-old do. 
t ra= hidden the knots area*, aad] T"* 
bluff H OaX 
Roarke fouod the ksufe at Un. On a vacant 
sen the alley from tba Year of tha i ay. 
ider a pile af rabbUh that had accumulated 
tea. hteoten mast hart thrown tha kaifa from 
■ door of the shoo, mating » Inch that no 
a would sot him do an. And ha bad elooet 
etao away with it- la fact, tha police had 
arched the lot once, and had miaaod the knife 
nana rt waa buried, preeeed into tha ground, 
a stack of rooty steel plates. Thorn ware no 
oeerprtets. of course. So Roarke was jus* 
hare bo hod bom before, eaten*, that his 
oach abent hfentoa'a guilt wan strosger. But 
anchas were no good in conrtt a good lawyer 
mid say that aaraoe nught hare dropped tha 
n{t in the lot Roarke wont hock to. work, 
f.e though t of the parrot, of Srt I » remark 
keen tc Wan thara a way to. aaa that parrot? 

frowsy bird, ■ on its parch at 

•sice Baadaajanara. atlll re fused to talk, 
aerke disajinsia the idea again and again, still 
returned. Finally ha got an idea, ona that 
' eye smelly to hmsself. Tha bora would 
t ham one of tha squad room if tkit ever 

I woak later Roarke. SneO. and the Captain 

1 to the little herb shop. The place was 

, and tan nasetkt of rotting herbs 



kfeatoa 's eyas rolled e» easily as they 
torn inside. "1 do not like this nlace." ha stam- 
mered. "Why nsnet I ensno hece> I do oat like 
to bo where than hen bona death." 

-Why sheold yaaj martyr . naked Reerka. 
"If yosj didnt kill your friend? His ghost 
won't hurt yon. 

-Cheat r* The man's voice noevored. 1 no 
not believe in ghosts'" 

-Maither do U" nasi Roarke. "All we're go- 
ing to do U work oa a theory, aad we need 
your help. How stand over there and pretend 
you're too deed rasa. Tm going to be a man, 
any nana, and I'm font come In. roe got thai 
kaifa in ray hand!"" From his belt Roarke took 
tha long, slender butcher knife that had killed 
the sho p k eeper. 

"Put the parrot in the corner " Roarke told 
SnoO. "J oat as he must have been when the 
crime ana tB sn rni ned." 

That was done aad Roar k e raised the knife, 
asaarned a throa u ntng expression, and began 
to ntalk toward the co w eri ng W eaten. Ho 
raised the knife Ugh. 

They all jumped as the -parrot let out an 
eerie screech.' Ko. Carir the bird cried. He! 
Da not kill raoT PI esse -T will give yon the 
naamry I cheated yooj ot AH of it! No. Cart. 
do* Aoeeeeee . . . ■sffiiiiiil . . " At suddenly as 
it had begun, tha bird fell into salasca. 

Cart Manton waa on bit knees. wr-.thi»g ■» 
leaf, his face white. "I did it." he screamer? 
-I did it anal the bird saw 5 Take ma away— 



THEY did take him away. And farter, whan 
Roarke and ftaell wore alone ha the shop. 
Saell said: "Don't that boat 
Snorkel That parrot talking so well, 
ho sooar said a word before. J oat at 
time. to*. I guess the play-ecflag yon 
it reroedsber. A queer look passed tn 
fata. "Say. 1 wonder if the Captain 
not have that bird* What a pet it 
Why, I could taoch him to do tricks 
say anything 1 wanted.*' 

Too do that," said Roarke. "T he 
will gtvo him to you." Hs turned away, 
ping the tin gadget out of hie nsouth and into 
hie pocket. The tm gadget that 
booklet on how to be a ventri 
*yonr voice and fool your friends! He'd 
it at the very score where Snail purchased 
esplocing rigara. 

Roarke chnchled. He foresaw weeks 
entertainment ahead. Saell was gotng to 
a sweet tine getting that perrot to te& 
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